
CITY OF ROCKVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  
STAFF  REPORT 

 
April 16, 2002 

MEETING NO. 04-02 
 

 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:   
The subject property is a single-family residence and faces west on Wall Street.  The two-story 
Georgian Revival cottage, known as England House after its principal owner, Harrison England, 
is situated on a double lot with mature trees shading the rear yard.  The house was built in 1920 
and is a contributing resource to the West Montgomery Avenue Historic District. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS AT THIS ADDRESS:   
HD-5-91 Extension of a side porch to prevent drainage into basement, approved 3/19/91 
HD-228-90 House addition, approved 3/20/90 
HD-173-87 Installation of wrought iron fence with double gate, approved 4/21/87 
HD-162-86 Fence, house addition, approved 8/19/86 
HD-113-84 Single-story room addition, approved 11/20/84 
 
REQUEST: The Applicant requests a Certificate of Approval to extend the existing garage 18 
feet toward the rear of the property. 

 
APPLICATION:   HDC02-0214 
 
DATE FILED:       March 7, 2002 
 
APPLICANT/ Thomas Dickerson 
OWNER: 12 Wall Street  
 Rockville, MD  20850 
 
 

12 Wall St. 

Front of house 
at 112 Wall St. 
 
 
Garage   
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12 Wall Street 

 
 
STAFF COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS:   
Staff recommends approval of the garage addition as it is an alteration to an accessory 
building that will closely match the design of the existing structure and will not be visible 
from the right-of way.  
 
1. Historic, archeological, or architectural value and significance of the site or structure and 

its relationship to the historic, archeological, or architectural significance of the 
surrounding area. 

 
The house at 12 Wall Street was built on land divided from Rebecca T. Viers  Addition to 
Rockville, one of the first additions to the original town of Rockville.  This house is 
characteristic of the vernacular suburban style homes which marked Rockville’s development in 
the early 20th century.  Its simple box shape with pyramid roof is a classic example of the style 
which evolved from its predecessors and contrasts well with the earlier Victorian homes on Wall 
Street.  The Philip D. Laird family purchased the property in 1888 and owned it for 30 years.  
The Lairds sold it to the Harrison England family who built the house on the land and owned it 
for more than 40 years. Harrison England was a local businessman during Rockville’s rapid 
growth in the early 1900s.  The property was subsequently owned by the Charles Derry family 
who expanded it.  The present owners, Thomas and Andrea Dickerson have owned it since 1977. 
 
 

Garage addition 
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2. The relationship of the exterior architectural features of the structure to the remainder of the 

entire structure and to the surrounding area. 
 
The house is a frame, 2 ½ -story three-bay by two-bay American Foursquare with 
Prairie/Craftsman-inspired details and a columned front verandah adopted from Classical 
Revival styles.  The house is stuccoed and has a low-hipped pyramidal roof with wide, slightly 
flared eaves covered with slate and broken by slate-sided centered hipped dormers on the sides 
and front.  There are two modern additions to the side and rear of the main block.  The house 
retains its integrity despite these modern additions. 
 
The frame German sided front-gable two-car garage is also stuccoed.  The gable has narrow 
wood siding.  The garage has a composition roof.  The west side has two battened sliding doors, 
with four panels in each.  A triangular window is centered in the gable.  The north side has an 
entry door at the left and a window to the right.  The east side has one window and the south side 
has two. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

North (side) façade           East (rear) facade 
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3. The general compatibility of exterior design, scale, proportion, arrangement, texture, and                                                     

materials proposed to be used. 
 
The Applicant should specify all materials proposed for the garage extension.  These materials 
should match as closely as possible the existing materials represented in the existing structure.  
The R-90 zone requires 3-foot side and rear setbacks and a maximum height of 15 feet for 
accessory buildings.  It appears that these development standards are met by this plan.  
 
To any other factors, including aesthetic factors, which the Commission deems to be pertinent. 
 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of the proposed garage 
addition.  Approval is subject to the following conditions: 
 
1) That the siding, roof and foundation materials and window design be submitted to the 

HDC for approval;  and, 
2) That all necessary permits be obtained from the Department of Inspection Services 

 


